

	Curriculum Area:  Religious Studies 
Aims/Intent:


	The Humanities department team at The Pavilion believe that every child has the right to develop and learn within a safe, structured, nurturing and dynamic learning environment. Religious Studies allows young people growing up in a diverse society to understand the views and opinions of people whose beliefs and values differ from their own. Religious Studies provides space for young people to reflect on their own ideas and develop their thoughts about questions of meaning and ethics. We aim to give our students lifelong skills to be able to evaluate ideas, discover their own values and to be tolerant and respectful of different people’s beliefs. We aim to share and develop an interest and a love of learning in a changing and globalised society.  It is our mission to develop an enthusiasm and lifetime curiosity in education, ideas and the cultures that shape our diverse world. 
It is our intent at the Pavilion for the Religious Education element of our school curriculum to engage, inspire, challenge and encourage pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to answer challenging questions. Religious Studies enables pupils to ask deep and often searching questions about their own faiths and beliefs, and the beliefs, faiths and opinions of others regarding pertinent contemporary moral issues. The teaching of RS makes links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of a range of faiths and worldviews studied. The RS curriculum will help to develop responsibility and respect for all aspects of diversity, whether it be social, cultural and religious, and prepare pupils well for life in modern Britain.
As many of our learners have become disengaged, because of their experience in mainstream, at The Pavilion we strive to include and engage every child by making the curriculum engaging, relevant and dynamic.  Currently the department is teaching GCSE  Religious Studies, from year 10, to students at Whetstone and Meadway.
The overarching concepts for ‘Religious Studies’ are: · Personal growth – developing compassion and empathy · Stewardship – caring for all creation · Respect – showing tolerance of others beliefs, opinions and cultures · Asking Big Questions – communicating effectively and listening to others · Morality – understanding right from wrong, accepting rules and boundaries · Courageous Advocacy – challenging injustice by standing up for the rights of others and values and to develop positive attitudes of respect towards other people; · Enrichment - enhancing their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.



	Key Stage 3   At Key Stage 3 pupils will be learning the fundamental beliefs of the 6 world faiths. Understanding the beliefs and teaching of each religion. Students will learn how to express their own ideas and be able to evaluate through discussion and writing.  Pupils will also develop their writing skills through exploring a variety of religious/ethical texts and being able to evaluate, analysis and express their own point of view concisely and respectfully.


	Course breakdown/Implementation 

		Autumn 1
	Founders in religion
Students will cover topic such as the life and teachings of Jesus, Muhammad, Guru Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh and the Buddha. 

	Autumn 2
	What is belief?
Students will cover topics such as Christian, Muslim and Buddhist belief.  They will discuss what does being religious mean to individual people.

	Spring 1
	Worship in religion
Students will cover topics such as religious places of worship, festivals and rituals looking at Christian prayer, Buddhist prayer, and puja in Hinduism.  

	Spring 2
	Religion in the world today
Students will cover in depth knowledge of a particular religion:  Hinduism / Christianity/ Islam / Buddhism.  

	Summer 1
	Holy Books and religious buildings
Students will learn what is the Qur’an, Bible and Guru Granth Sahib and will begin to realise the importance of the Church, Gurdwara and Mosque to each faith.

	Summer 2
	Ethics
Students will learn to unpack the concept of ethics looking at the law, debating the concept of the death penalty and rehabilitation.  All actions have consequences and how these consequences impacts our lives and others

	Assessment 
	[Exam boards, mechanism for assessment e.g. end-of-term, end-of-topic tests, homework etc]





	Key Stage 4 


	Course breakdown  

At Key Stage 4 pupils prepare for and sit the AQA GCSE Religious Studies which is consistent of two papers, Paper 1 focuses on Christian and Islamic beliefs and teachings. The second paper is the thematic studies looking at religion and its connection to society and beliefs around family, marriage, crime, war and human rights. Pupils will also develop their writing skills through exploring a variety of religious/ethical texts and being able to evaluate, analysis and express their own point of view concisely and respectfully.



	

		
	 Year 10 
	 Year 11

	Autumn 1
	Component 1- The Study of Religions: Beliefs, Teachings and Practises.
Nature of God 
Creation  
The Afterlife
	Component 2- Thematic Studies.
Theme A-Relationships and family
Sexuality and Sexual relationships
Marriage and Divorce

	Autumn 2
	Christianity: Beliefs and the life of Christ. 
Jesus Christ and salvation 
Trinity 
Worship and prayer 
	Theme B: Religion and Life 
The universe and the Environment 
Abortion and Euthanasia
The Afterlife
 

	Spring 1
	Christianity: Rites of passage and practises 
Pilgrimage
Christian festivals: Christmas and Easter
Christians rituals: Baptism, Christening, marriage and funerals 
	Theme E- Religion, Crime and Punishment

Law, Crime and Forgiveness
Punishment and the Death penalty


	Spring 2
	Islam: Introduction 
Introduction to the life of Muhammad  
The beginnings of Islam
Holy Books
	Theme D-Religion, Peace and conflict. 
Peace and Conflict 
Weapons of Mass Destruction
Peace-making

	Summer 1
	Islam: Beliefs 
six articles of faith 
five roots of Usul ad-Din 
Tawhid (the Oneness of God),  
Angels & Predestination 
Akhirah (life after death), 
Prophethood &  Imamate  
	Exam Preparation
Exam technique
Practising exam questions


	Summer 2
	Islam: Practises
5 pillars of Islam,  Festivals,
 Jihad, ten obligatory acts 
 Mock Exams – TBC
Paper 1- Religious Beliefs- Christianity and Islam.
	
· Revision workshops to focus on effective answering of exam questions.
· Look at past exam papers to prepare students.
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